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Proposed Modification to the Florida Building Code 

 
Per Section 553.73. Fla Stat 

 

Name: Broward County Board of Rules & Appeals, Attention:  James DiPietro, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR  

Address: One North University Drive, Suite 3500-B, Plantation FL 33324  

E-mail: jdipietro@broward.org  

Phone:  954) 765-4500  

Fax: (954) 765-4504  

Code: 2010 Florida Building Code – Mechanical and Plumbing  

Section #: Plumbing Section [M] 314.2.1 and  

 Mechanical Section 307.2.1  

Text of Modification (additions underlined; deletion stricken): 
 Please see attachment. 
 

Respond to the following questions: 
 

1. How is the local amendment more stringent than the minimum standards described in the FBC? 
      REQUIRES THE COLLECTION OF CONDENSATE FROM ALL COOLING COILS AND EVAPORATORS OF EQUIPMENT 

SERVICED BY ON SITE COOLING TOWER IN A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE WHEREIN THE AGGREGATE COOLING CAPACITY OF 

THE EQUIPMENT EXCEEDS 65,000 BTU/HR 
 

2. Demonstrate or provide evidence or data that the geographical jurisdiction governed by the local 
governing body exhibits a local need to strengthen the FBC beyond the needs or regional variation 
addressed by the FBC. 
     BY FAR, THE MOST IMPORTANT DEMOGRAPHIC TREND AFFECTING WATER RESOURCES IS POPULATION GROWTH. 
SIGNIFICANT POPULATION GROWTH IS ANTICIPATED. ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT POPULATION PROJECTIONS, 
THE COUNTY IS PROJECTING A 13% INCREASE IN POPULATION TO NEARLY 2 MILLION RESIDENTS BY 2040. THIS ASSUMES 

POPULATION GROWTH RATES REMAIN MODERATED BY THE ECONOMIC DOWN TURN. HOWEVER, IN A COUNTY WITH 

THE 12TH LARGEST POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES, EVEN A MODERATE GROWTH RATE TRANSLATES INTO A 

SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN WATER DEMAND.  IN 2010, BROWARD COUNTY PUMPED APPROXIMATELY 233 MILLION 

GALLONS PER DAY (MGD) FROM THE BISCAYNE AQUIFER. HOWEVER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REGIONAL WATER 

AVAILABILITY RULE, INCREASES IN WATER DEMAND MUST BE MET THROUGH ALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIES. BROWARD 

COUNTY HAS TO MAKEUP THE DIFFERENCE INCLUDING A PROJECTED INCREASE OF 22 MGD BY 2040 FROM THE 

FLORIDIAN AQUIFER OR OTHER WATER SUPPLIES (SUCH AS RECLAIMED WATER) WHICH REQUIRE MUCH HIGHER LEVELS OF 

TREATMENT BY REVERSE OSMOSIS AND/OR MEMBRANE FILTRATION, BOTH OF WHICH WILL REQUIRED NEW CAPITAL 

INVESTMENTS AND ENERGY INTENSIVE PROCESSES. IT HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY RECOGNIZED BY BROWARD WATER 

PROVIDERS AND ELECTED LEADERS THAT WATER CONSERVATION OFFER THE MOST COST EFFECTIVE AND IMMEDIATE 

MEANS TO MEET NEW WATER DEMANDS. WITHOUT EFFECTIVE WATER CONSERVATION BROWARD COUNTY’S 

CONTINUED GROWTH WILL BE DEPENDENT ON OUR ABILITY TO DEVELOP MORE COSTLY ALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIES. 
     FLORIDA STATE STATUTES, SECTION 373.016(S), RECOGNIZES THAT THE WATER RESOURCE PROBLEMS OF THE STATE 

VARY FROM REGION TO REGION, BOTH IN MAGNITUDE AND COMPLEXITY. SPECIFICALLY, IN BROWARD COUNTY, THE 

rboselli
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LIMITATIONS OF OUR AQUIFER, THE AMOUNT OF WATER THE STATE ALLOWS US TO WITHDRAW, THE INTRUSION OF SALT 

WATER INTO THE AQUIFER, AND THE INCREASED  FUTURE DEMANDS THAT ARE PROJECTED ESTABLISH AND REINFORCE THE 

ISSUE OF REGIONAL VARIATION. 
     THE CONTINUED DISPOSAL OF CONDENSATE INTO THE STORM WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEMS OR PERVIOUS GRADE IS 

IRRECONCILABLE WITH THE VITAL ROLE CONDENSATE COLLECTION AND USE CAN PLAY IN EASING THE DEMANDS ON 

OUR INCREASINGLY BURDENED POTABLE WATER RESOURCES. MOREOVER, IT IS INCONSISTENT WITH FLORIDA STATUTE 

373.227 WHICH CAUTIONS, “THE LEGISLATURE RECOGNIZES THAT THE PROPER CONSERVATION OF WATER IS AN 

IMPORTANT MEANS OF ACHIEVING THE ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT UTILIZATION OF WATER NECESSARY, IN PART, TO 

CONSTITUTE A REASONABLE—BENEFICIAL USE. THE OVERALL WATER CONSERVATION GOAL OF THE STATE IS TO PREVENT 

AND REDUCE WASTEFUL, UNECONOMICAL, IMPRACTICAL, OR UNREASONABLE USE OF WATER RESOURCES.” 
 

3. Explain how the local need is addressed by the proposed local amendment. 
THIS MODIFICATION WILL REQUIRE LESS WATER USAGE FROM THE AQUIFERS. 

 

4. Explain how the local amendment is no more stringent than necessary to address the local need. 
THE LOCAL NEED FOR WATER CONSERVATION IS VERY SERIOUS AND IS MANDATED BY THE BROWARD COUNTY 

COMMISSION AND SUPPORTED BY THE BROWARD LEAGUE OF CITIES AND THE BROWARD WATER RESOURCES TASK 

FORCE. THIS AMENDMENT WILL HELP ACHIEVE WATER CONSERVATION BUT CANNOT SOLVE THE PROJECTED WATER 

SHORTAGE PROBLEM WITHOUT OTHER LOCAL WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS. 
 

5. Are the additional requirements discriminatory against materials, products, or construction techniques 
of demonstrated capabilities? 
PUBLIC MEETINGS AND A PUBLIC HEARING WERE HELD AND STAKEHOLDERS WERE INVITED TO ATTEND.  AS PART OF THE 

COMMITTEE AND FINAL BOARD ADOPTION PROCESS, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE MODIFICATION WOULD NOT BE 

DISCRIMINATORY. 
 

6. Indicate whether or not additional requirements introduce a new subject not already addressed in the 
FBC. 
THIS MODIFICATION REVISES AN EXISTING SECTION OF THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE. 

 

7. Include a fiscal impact statement which documents the costs and benefits of the proposed amendment. 
Criteria for the fiscal impact statement shall include a, b, and c: 
a) Impact to local government, relative to enforcement. 
b) Impact to property and building owners relative to cost of compliance. 
c) Impact to industry relative to the cost of compliance 

 

a) THERE IS NO FISCAL IMPACT TO BROWARD COUNTY OR THE MUNICIPALITIES. 
b) WHEN CONSIDERING LIFECYCLES, THERE IS NO COST TO BUILDING OWNERS FOR COMPLIANCE. THE FISCAL IMPACT 

INVOLVES HIGHER INITIAL COSTS, WHICH VARY BASED UPON THE SIZE AND COMPLEXITY OF THE COOLING SYSTEMS. 
HOWEVER, THE INITIAL COSTS ARE OFFSET BY A SYSTEM PAYOFF FROM 6 MONTHS TO SIX YEARS AS REASONABLY 

PROJECTED. 
c) NO FISCAL IMPACT TO INDUSTRY. 

 
 

BROWARD BORA PUBLIC HEARING AND VOTE MARCH 15, 2012. 
 

AMENDMENT EFFECTIVE DATE JUNE 1, 2012. 




